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Recorded in 5 mere 12 days,
ﬁ’eckon.-'ng bore the sulphate
kick of a band honed by two
years'constant touring and
keen to blity through the

sanctifed aurg of its
bredecessor 1 983's Murmur.
50 while this Year's remastere
VErsion of the R.EM. debyt
arguably messed with the
mystery that seemed integral
toits allure, the similar
treatment afforded jts
SUCCessor is far o
contentious. With sharpened
focus on the Berry/Mills
rhythm section, feckoning
always rocked; who's going to
quibble now jt rocks a good
deal loucler? The uninhihiteqd
likes of Harborcoat and Pretty
Persuasion hallmarked Peter
Buck’s POSt-punk refraction of
folk rock guitar, while Michael -
Stipe’s th roaty holler reys up
for futyre starpower. The five
discis a much-bootlegged
July 84 show from Chicago’s
Aragon Ballroom, featuring
early renderings of futyre
raves Driver § and Hyena,
Small wonder this version of
R.EM. represents many fans’
archetype, never bettered.

Keith Cameron



