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Re-inspired veterans’
accelerate through their
rich, durable body of work
Iwo summers ago, seeking to
restore the hazy vitality of
theirearly years while
working on whatwould
become 2008's Accelerate,
REM jetted to producer
Jacknife Lee'shometown of
Dublinfor five nights of “live
rehearsals”™ The sets
intermixed the new songs
with material drawn almost
entirely [rom the glory vears,
drawing heavily from 1984’s
Reckoningand 1985's Fables
Of The Reconstruction. Asthe
shows progressed, the band
was surely delighted to find
that the new songs coexisted
seamlessly with the classics.
In39 tracks over two CDs, the
punk-fuelled folk-rock group
thathad ruled the '80s along
with U2 magicallyreappears.
Longtime auxiliarymember
Scott McCaughevis
invaluable, especially on
backingvocals, lockingin
with the great harmony
singer Mike Mills. [fthisis
REMsidea of retrenchment,
more power to ‘em.
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REM live: reconnecting
with their post-punk past



